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President’s Message 

The work of the Council continues as we spread the word about the licensure law and help our members prepare 

for the application process.  In the past few months we have given the licensure update to all of the regional 

geologist organizations.  Thanks to the officers and members of HMPGA, LIAPG, BAPG, and CNYAPG for their 

support and willingness to have us speak to their membership.   

As announced via email a few weeks ago, John Nadeau will be giving his "Applying for licensure in NYS" talk at a 

joint HMPGA-NYSCPG meeting on Weds. November 16th in Latham, NY.  Details and registration will be available 

at the HMPGA website: http://www.hmpga.wildapricot.org/ .  John's talk should be very informative for anyone 

applying for a license; he will provide an overview of the application process, best practices for preparing an 

application, and an update for companies offering professional services in NYS. 

The November 16th meeting will also serve as our annual membership meeting. This annual event is the best way 

to meet the NYSCPG Board members and have your individual voices heard. Committee Chairs will present their 

vision of the Council’s future. We hope to see you there – if you know someone that is not a member please 

consider bringing them and showing them how the Council advocates for our profession in NYS.   

In the Legislative Update section of the newsletter, the Council has started monitoring legislation that pertains to 

our profession and provided New York State Department of Environmental Conservation’s (NYSDEC) updating of 

the 6 NYCRR Draft Part 360 Regulations.  Special thanks to Past-President Mark Williams for spearheading this 

effort.   

This newsletter also contains our first FAQ section; we are starting with answers to broad questions about the 

details of the law, application process, and implications for businesses and will explore more detailed questions in 

future editions. 

The annual membership drive will begin in the coming weeks.  Please remember that memberships and 

sponsorships follow the calendar year and that renewing in December is the best way to make sure that you get 

the most value.  Please remember that continuing to be a member is as important now as it has ever been. 

NYSCPG continues to educate geologists, our sister profession, regulating bodies, and the public to the 

establishment of the geologic profession. We need your support and help to make this process a reality. 

 

Best Wishes, 

Michael C. Rygel 

2015/2016 NYSCPG President 

http://www.nyscpg.org/
http://www.hmpga.wildapricot.org/
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I’m pleased to report that the Governor signed the Chapter Amendment to resolve the remaining identified issue of 

corporate restructuring on August 19, 2016. It is now listed in Chapter 260 of the New York State Laws of 2016. The 

bill’s language will allow a general business corporation to transition to a professional corporation (PC or DPC), or 

alternatively, for a limited liability company (LLC) to become a professional limited liability company (“PLLC”). The 

proposed amendment would establish an enforcement date of March 1, 2018, for persons and companies desiring to 

provide professional geological services in New York to have completed their licenses and articles of incorporation. 

After that date, no one can legally offer geologic services without the proper credentials.  

NYSCPG provided comments recently regarding the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation’s 

(NYSDEC) updating of the 6 NYCRR Draft Part 360 Regulations. The focus of NYSCPG’s comments focused on the 

General Requirements (Section 360) and Hydrogeologic Investigation Requirements (Subpart 363-7). The submitted 

suggestions centered on the inclusion of the licensed professional geologist as a qualified person to complete the 

tasks within that section. 

The Legislative Committee will begin to transition into a new focus of monitoring bills introduced into the New York 

State Legislature, or regulations proposed by regulatory agencies. The committee will begin to take a more active role 

in commenting on bills that may affect our profession, the public, or the wellbeing of the environment of New York. 

We will be looking for new members as we move into next year. Please feel free to include your interest in this 

process as your membership renewal form or reach out to me. 

I have spoken over the last several months of education, both of the public and ourselves, as we move forward in the 

process to introduce geology as a profession in New York. One topic that has been raised in the process is persons 

licensed in other states calling themselves a Professional Geologist in NY. The geologic community needs to be more 

careful in the short-term in using this terminology if you are not licensed in this state. To call oneself a professional in 

this state, now that licensing is coming on-line, may be considered misleading and should be avoided. 

NYSCPG representatives will begin to offer presentations over the coming months on completing the application 

process for NY licenses. I will be presenting at the NE-AIPG/LIAPG meeting on Long Island on October 19th. The same 

presentation will be given at the NYSCPG Annual Membership meeting on November 16th in conjunction with HMPGA 

in Albany. If you are planning on applying for your license, I suggest attending one of these meeting for the “dos and 

don’ts” of the process.  

The next few newsletters will begin to include answers to member’s questions that are received during the licensing 

process. Please look to that as a resource as you continue the process, both as an individual or as your company 

begins the transition to professional status. 

Thank you for your patience and continued support. As always, you are welcome to contact me at 
jnadeau@alphageoscience.com with any questions regarding the process of the Law’s establishment and 
implementation.  
 
 

 
 

John M. Nadeau 
2015-2016 
Legislative/Transition Chairman 
NYSCPG Past President 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 

mailto:jnadeau@alphageoscience.com
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Statement of Purpose 
 

The NYSCPG strives to strengthen and advance the geologic sciences as a 

profession, promote the protection of public health and welfare and the 

environment through the professional practice of geologic sciences, and 

create high standards of ethical conduct among its members and within the 

profession of geology, as well as the legal standing of geologists and their 

ability to practice geology in New York State by promoting the licensing of 

geologists in New York State through statutory regulation. 
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For the first round of frequently asked questions, we decided to recap some of the big-picture items that 

people ask when they first learn about licensure: 

 

Q: Will all geologists in NYS have to get a license? 

A: No.  You will not need to be licensed if you are an employee working under a PG, if you are an employee of 

a firm offering engineering services (firm cannot advertise or offer geologic services), or are a current state 

official or employee.  However, you will need to be licensed if you are, or want to become an owner, officer, 

etc. of firms offering geological services, an individual providing professional geological services, future New 

York State officers and employees of a certain grade.   

 

Q: What steps are involved in the application process? 

A: Individuals can apply for a license via the NYSED web portal (http://www.op.nysed.gov/prof/geo/ ).  The 

application process consists of five parts:  

1. Application for licensure and first registration 

2. Certification of education 

3. Verification of out-of-state licensure, registration and/or examination 

4. Report of professional experience 

5. Verification of professional experience 

 

Q: What businesses are impacted by the law and what do they need to do to be compliant? 

A: All businesses that wish to offer professional geologic services will need to take action well before the 

enforcement date of March 1, 2018.  There are three major steps for corporations: 

1. Qualified person(s) will need to receive individual license(s) 

2. Corporation applies for a Certificate of Authority from NYSED.  

Existing professional corporations (engineers, land surveyors, etc.) must amend their certificate to 

include geologic services and add a licensed professional geologist as an owner.  All geologist-owned 

firms need to reincorporate.  Because of Chapter 260 of the Laws of 2016, this process should be 

more straightforward because a general business corporation can now transition to a professional 

corporation (PC or DPC) and limited liability company (LLC) can become a professional limited liability 

company (“PLLC”). 

3. Corporation amends Certificate of Incorporation with Department of State to include geologic 

services   

 
(Continued on page 7) 

Frequently Asked Questions 

http://www.op.nysed.gov/prof/geo/
http://www.op.nysed.gov/prof/geo/chapter260oflawsofnewyork2016.pdf
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Q: How exactly is the “practice of geology” defined? 

A: According to *§7204-a of Chapter 475 of the Laws of 2014, “… The practice of the profession of geology is 

defined as performing professional service such as researching, investigating, consulting and geological 

mapping, describing the natural processes that act upon the earth's materials, predicting the probable 

occurrence of natural resources, predicting and locating natural or human-induced phenomena which may 

be useful or hazardous to humankind and recognizing, determining and evaluating geological factors, and the 

inspection and performance of geological work and the responsible supervision thereof in furtherance of the 

health, safety and welfare of the public; … geological mapping shall not include the practice of land surveying 

as defined in §7203.”  

 

Q: What happens during the grandfathering period? 

A: The grandfathering period runs from Nov. 21, 2016-Nov. 21, 2017.  During this time, applicants that meet 

the educational and experience requirements do not need to pass an exam to apply for a license.  During this 

time corporations will need to take the steps outlined above.  After Nov. 21, 2017 the requirements for 

individuals are the same, but applicants must pass NYS designated exam (likely ASBOG exam).   

(Continued from page 6) 

Frequently Asked Questions 

http://www.op.nysed.gov/prof/geo/chapter475oflawsofnewyork2014.pdf
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OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

What we need now is for more volunteers to help educated the public, the regulatory agencies and our sister 

organizations. 

 

All of us have a busy life, just performing our work load in business and then you add in the private lives.  I 

understand that – and that is the reason I am asking you to donate an hour of your precious time to help 

advocate our profession. 

 

As of todays’ date, the committee has a tentative meeting date of Wednesday, November 2nd. Our meetings 

are by conference call for all unable to be on Long Island physically for the meeting.   Please either call me at 

631.462.2226 (Island Pump & Tank) or email me at cheryln@islandpumpandtank.com. 

 

Find out what you can do for our profession! 

Cheryl Neary 

Outreach Committee Chair 

http://in-situ.com/nyscpg/?utm_source=nyscpg&utm_medium=digital&utm_campaign=2015_Q2_US_Ground%20Water_Advertising_Digital_All%20Groundwater_NYSCPG%20Newsletter
mailto:cheryln@islandpumpandtank.com
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Geotrivia 

Do you know who the “Father of the Erie Canal” is?  Here are a few hints: 

1. An American politician who served as a US Senator, Mayor of NYC and the sixth Governor of New York 

2. Organized the New York Historical Society in 1804 and was its president 

3. Regent of the University of New York from 1808 to 1825 

4. Freemason and Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of NY 

5.  Died in 1828 at an age of 58 and was buried in Brooklyn, NY 

6. Mineral named after him 

7. Approximately sixteen towns and eight USA counties are named for him 

Did you guess DeWitt Clinton? During his term as governor he was responsible for the construction of the Erie Canal 

from the eastern shore of Lake Erie to the upper Hudson River.  Many referred to this project as impracticable and 

called it “Dewitt's or Clinton’s Ditch” or “Clinton’s Folly”.  The DeWitt Ditch or Folly became reality after legislature 

appropriated $7 million for construction and the canal was finished in 1825 connecting the waters from the East to the 

West.  The cost of freight between Buffalo and Albany dropped over tenfold, even with the state recouping funds it 

spent on the project through tolls along the canal. 

DeWitt served for fifteen years as Canal Commissioner and actively promoted the building of both the Erie and 

Champlain Canals. NYS at that time was a land of forest, swamps and underbrush and the western part of the state was 

considered unreachable and uninhabitable.  The distance proposed was 363 miles. Thomas Jefferson refused to 

support the canal stating that it was a splendid project that may take a century to build!  However, De Witt Clinton, 

(Continued on page 10) 
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then mayor of NYC believed that the canal was crucial to the development of NYS.  In July of 1817, ground was broken 

at Utica, NY and construction began simultaneously to the east and west and continued for eight years. 

It was written by Page Smith that the canal obsessed and enchanted Americans in the fall of 1825. “It was taken to be a 

symbol of the boundless potentialities of the country and its resilience and its hope.”1 

Also notable about the Erie Canal is that it provided impressive revenue for NYS.  The Erie Canal also survived the rise 

of the railroad with tonnage on the canal continuing to increase until it peaked in 1872. 

The bronzy micas contained in high temperature 

marbles are known as the mineral clintonite.  The 

type locality for clintonite is Amity, Town of 

Warwick, Orange County, NY.  Clintonite is   

monoclinic in crystal form. Clintonite is a calcium 

magnesium aluminum phyllosilicate mineral, 

member of the mica group, referred to as the 

“brittle” micas.  Clintonite was named in 1843 by 

American geologist William Williams Mather, 

English amateur geologist John Finch and Dr. 

William Horton of Orange County in honor of 

DeWitt Clinton.  Clinton was a naturalist and one 

of the original surveyors of the route of the Erie 

Canal. 

1xroads.virgina.edu Site created and maintained by 

Janet Haven  as part of the American Studies at the 

University of Virginia 

(Continued from page 9) 

Clintonite with spinel on orthoclase matrix  

from Amity, New York (size: 9.3 x 5.7 x 3.8 cm).   

Photograph by Rob Lavinsky, IRocks.com – CC BY-SA 3.0,  

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=10164326  

Geotrivia 

http://www.xroads.virgina.edu
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=10164326
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Gold Sponsors 

Alpha Geoscience John Nadeau 518-348-6995 

BAPG Rick Watt President@BAPG.org 

CNYAPG Guy Swenson cnyapg@dreamscape.com  

Silver Sponsors 

CA Rich Consultants Charlie Rich 516-576-8844 

e4sciences William Murphy 203-270-8100 

Groundwater Environmental Services Scott McDonald 800-220-3069 x4066 

Gould Gerry Gould ggould@gouldgw.com 

Inframap Corp  Paul Hayes  800-863-3748 

Island Pump and Tank John DiAndrea 631-462-2226 

Legette, Brashears & Graham, Inc. Frank Getchell 201-818-0505 

P.W.Grosser Consulting Catherine Celebre 631-589-6353 

Bronze Sponsors 

AEG NY/Philly  844-331-7867  

Aquifer Drilling & Testing Lenny Rexrode 516-616-6026 

Brinkerhoff Environmental Services, Inc. Laura Brinkerhoff 732-223-2225 

Brookside Environmental Richard Taylor 718-358-9499 

C2G Environmental Eugene O’Neil 866-670-5366 

Earth Dimensions Brian Bartron 716-655-1717 

EcoRental Solution David Stiles 855-ECO-RENT 

Environmental Resource Management Jon S. Fox 315-445-2554 

GEI Consultants Inc., P.C. Nicholas Recchia 631-760-9300 

Hager Richter Geosciences, Inc. Dorothy Richter 603-893-9944 

Laurel Environmental Scott Yanuck 631-673-0612   

Nothnagle Drilling Steve DiLaura 585-538-2328 

Parratt-Wolf Sean Pepling 800-782-7260 

Resource Environmental Management Dawn Washo 877-747-6699 

RESPEC Peter Smith 585-943-3136 

SJB Empire Geo Services David Steiner 716-649-8110 

SUNY Potsdam Michael Rygel 315-267-2286 

University of Buffalo Barbara Catalano 716-645-3489 

Diamond Sponsors 

HMPGA  hmpgawebmaster@gmail.com  

Thank You to Our Supporters! 

Please renew your Membership, Sponsorships, and Advertisements Today 

See forms at the end of this publication. 

Thank you for your support!! 

mailto:President@BAPG.org
mailto:cnyapg@dreamscape.com
mailto:ggould@gouldgw.com
tel:631-673-0612
mailto:hmpgawebmaster@gmail.com
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Advertisers 

Hager-Richter Geoscience Dorothy Richter 603-893-2600 

In-Situ Inc. Jennifer Eyden 970-498-1638 

Laurel Environmental Scott Yanuck  631-673-0612   

Parratt-Wolf Sean Pepling 800-782-7260 

Prospector Members 

 

Todd Bown 

Nate Burnside 

Robert Cardinale 

James C. Dawson 

Jim DeMartinis 

Mostafa El Sehamy 

David Farrington 

Gene Florentino 

Jon S. Fox 

 

Jill Haimson 

Bryan C. Hann 

Jeanne Hewitt 

Jeff Loney 

Steven Muller 

Cheryl Neary 

William Neubeck 

Richard C. Nolen-Hoeksema 

Ivy Olberding 

 

Brenda O'Shea 

Deborah Osterhoudt 

Dorothy Richter 

Jim Ridenour 

Mark Robbins 

Paul Roux 

David Slaine 

Nicholas Valkenburg 

Mark Williams 

Thank You to Our Supporters! 

Wanted 
 

Newsletter contributions, 

ideas and  

suggestions. 

 

Please send to  Mike Rygel,  

current NYSCPG 

President 

michael.rygel@gmail.com 

Laurel Environmental Associates, Ltd. is a full-service consulting 

firm with expertise in all facets of environmental investigating, 

testing and remediation. Our hallmark is providing accurate and 

cost-effective results tailored to the needs of our clients, using 

the most advanced technology available.  

http://www.laurelenv.com/ 

 
Laurel Environmental Associates, Ltd 

53 West Hills Road 

Huntington Station, NY 11746 

| t. 800-453-0578 | f. 631-427-5323   

 Earth Dimensions, Inc. 

 1091 Jamison Road 

 Elma, NY 14059 

 716-655-1717 

 EDI@earthdimensions.com 

tel:631-673-0612
mailto:Michael.Rygel@gmail.com
http://www.laurelenv.com/index.htm
http://www.laurelenv.com/
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2016 
NEW YORK STATE COUNCIL OF PROFESSIONAL GEOLOGISTS 

Membership Application and Renewal Form 
 

This application is (please check one): 

New  Renewal 
 

Mr. Mrs. Ms. Dr. (please check one) 
 

Name:         

PG CPG CHMM PhD PE Other   

Company/Affiliation:         

   

 

Membership Class  (Annual Contribution) 

Individual "Prospector"* $100 

Individual $40** 

Individual Student $15 $10 

Additional Donation                           $                 

Total Amount Enclosed                       $                 

Total Amount Paid via PayPal             $                 

* Prospector Members receive special recognition in the NYSCPG 
newsletter and website 

**All Individual Membership applications and renewals that are part of 
a Corporate Sponsorship must be submitted with the Corporate 
Sponsorship form in order to receive newsletters and other mailings. 
For information on Corporate Sponsorship please contact Todd Bown 
at todd.bown@GZA.com. 

 
Please mail your application and payment to: 

 

 
Gene Florentino, Treasurer 

NYSCPG 

PO Box 208 

Clarence Center NY 14032-0208 
 

 
Please make checks payable to NYSCPG 

 

Address 
 

This is my Home Work address: 

Address       

 

 
 
 

City    State    Zip    

Country:     

 home 
 work 

Phone No.  cell 
 

Fax No.     
 

e-mail     
 

Home Zip Code     

 
NYSCPG newsletters will be sent in Adobe PDF to the 

email address shown at left. NYSCPG no longer 
sends paper copies to postal addresses. 

NYSCPG may publish a Membership Directory for 2016. Please indicate your preference for inclusion in the 2015 Membership 
Directory: 

Yes, include my contact information in the Directory 
 

No, omit my contact information from the Directory (name only will be included) 

 

Other Memberships: 
AAPG AWG HMPGA 
AEG BAPG LIAPG 
AGU CNYAPG NGWA 
AIH GSA SEPM 
AIPG Other    

I am licensed, registered, or certified in the following states or 
organizations: 

 
   

 

 
NYSCPG encourages you to take an active role in its activities. Serving on one of the standing committees is an 
excellent way to stay involved. Would you be interested in serving on any of the following committees? 

 
Communications (Newsletter/Website) Fundraising Legislative Membership Outreach 

 

Additional Information  (Please complete this section, even if you have previously been a member) 

Professional Background (please check one): Geologist Other    

Education: Year College / University 

BS/BA 

MS/MA 

PhD 

Other     

NYSCPG Use Only: Appl. Rec'd By.     Date Rec’d:    Dep. Date:    
 

Paid:    by cash/check no.:   Entered in DB ID:   
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2014 - 2015 Officers 
 

Michael C. Rygel 

President 

Cheryl Neary 

Vice President 

Gene Florentino 

Treasurer 

Marcia G. Wolosz 

Secretary 

Ivy Hidalgo-Olberding 

Past President 

 

Directors 
J. Bret Bennington 

Todd Bown 

James Dawson 

Matt Dupee 

Marc E. Flanagan 

Richard Moravec 

John M. Nadeau 

Nick Recchia 

H.L. Rexrode, Jr. 

Richard M. Watt 

 
Fundraising Committee 

Todd Bown 

Cheryl Neary 

Michael Palleschi 

H.L. Rexrode, Jr. 

Steven M. Trader 

Mark A. Williams  

Marcia G. Wolosz 

 

 

 

NYSCPG is not a 501 (c) 

tax-exempt organization 

 

 

. 

 
 
 
 

New York State Council of Professional Geologists 
 
 
 
CORPORATE SPONSORSHIP – 2016 

 
Your sponsorship will support NYSCPG, a state-wide organization with a mission to 

protect the professionalism, degree of competency, and economic viability of geologists 

practicing in New York. Corporate Sponsorship (Corporations, Universities, Associations, 

etc.) also provides your company with advertising opportunities in the NYSCPG 

newsletter, website and/or membership directory as described for each category. Answers 

to frequently asked questions (FAQs) on NYSCPG sponsorship are attached and you can 

contact Todd Bown at Todd.Bown@gza.com if you need additional assistance. Additional 

advertising opportunities are described on the NYSCPG website (www.nyscpg.org). 

 
SPONSORSHIP LEVELS 

 
Diamond Sponsor (30 members) $3,000.00 

Diamond Corporate members receive a year of full page sized ad in the newsletter and 

membership directory, a free web ad, and a link to their web site from the NYSCPG 

website. 

 
Platinum Sponsor (25 members) $2,000.00     

Platinum Corporate members receive a year of half page sized ad in the newsletter and 

membership directory, a free web ad, and a link to their web site from the NYSCPG 

website. 

 
Gold Sponsor (15 members) $1,000.00 

Gold Corporate members receive a year of half page sized ad in the newsletter and 

membership directory, a free web ad, and a link to their web site from the NYSCPG 

website. 

 
Silver Sponsor (10 members) $ 500.00 

Silver Corporate members receive a link to their web site from the NYSCPG website for 

the year. 

 
Bronze Sponsor (3 members) $ 300.00 

Bronze Corporate members receive a link to their web site from the NYSCPG 

website for the year. 
 

 

Contact Information 

Date:     ___________  

Contact Name:  ___________ 

Company Name:  ___________ 

Address:  __________________ 

Address:  __________________ 

Email:    ___________  

Phone:  __________________ 

 
Please send completed form and payment to: Gene Florentino, NYSCPG Treasurer, 

PO Box 208, Clarence Center, NY  14032-0208. Make checks payable to NYSCPG. 

Please send your electronic ad file (.jpg, .tif or .pdf) to Todd Bown at 

Todd.Bown@gza.com. Thank you for supporting NYSCPG!! 

Box 10576 Albany, NY 12201 www.nyscpg.org  
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2015 - 2016 Officers 

 
Michael Rygel 

President 

 
Cheryl Neary 

Vice President 

 
Gene Florentino 

Treasurer 

 
Marcia Wolosz 

Secretary 

 
Ivy Hidalgo-Oberding 

Past President 

 
Directors 

 
J. Bret Bennington 

 

Todd Bown  

James Dawson 

Matt Dupee 

Marc E. Flanagan 

 Richard Moravec  

John M. Nadeau 

Nick Reccia 

H.L. Rexrode, Jr. 

Richard M. Watt 

 

Fundraising Committee 
 

 
Todd Bown 

Michael Rygel 

Cheryl Neary 

Michael Palleschi 

 H.L. Rexrode, Jr. 

Pete Smith 

 
NYSCPG is not a 501 (c) 

tax-exempt organization. 

 
 
 
 

New York State Council of Professional Geologists 
 
 
 
 

ADVERTISING 
 

NYSCPG provides several advertising opportunities to promote your 

business or group in the following outlets: 

 
• NYSCPG Newsletter:  six newsletters are planned for 2016 

• NYSCPG Website 

 
RATES 

 
NYSCPG advertising rates include advertisements in the 2016 newsletters. 

For Full and Half Page advertisers, an additional web ad (link) that connects 

to your company’s website is also available. This link is in the form of a 

scrolling banner ad, examples of which can be seen on the NYSCPG 

website (www.nyscpg.org). Answers to frequently asked questions (FAQs) 

on NYSCPG advertising are attached. 
 
 

Full Page $200.00 

Additional Web Ad $  50.00 

 
Half Page $150.00 

Additional Web Ad      $  50.00   _____________                               

Quarter Page                           $100.00   _____________                             

Business Card                           $ 50.00 

TOTAL ENCLOSED 
 

 
 

Contact Information  Date:    

Contact Name: 

Company Name: 

Address:      

Address: 

Email:     
Phone:      

 
Please send completed form and payment to:  Gene Florentino, NYSCPG Treasurer, 

PO Box 208, Clarence Center, NY 14032-0208. Make checks payable to NYSCPG. 

Please send your electronic ad file (.jpg, .tif or .pdf) to Todd Bown at Todd.Bown@gza.com. 

Interested in NYSCPG Corporate Sponsorship? Please go to the home page of our website 

www.nyscpg.org. 

Thank you for supporting NYSCPG !! 
 
 

Box 10576 Albany, NY 12201 www.nyscpg.org  


