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NYSCPG 

New York State Council of Professional Geologists 

 

November 13, 2020 

 

Re: Continuing Education Bill Signed into Law 

 

Dear NYSCPG Members, 

 

On November 11, 2020, Governor Andrew Cuomo signed NYSCPG’s continuing education bill into 

law as Chapter 260 of the Laws of 2020. The law, which takes effect on January 1, 2022, will require 

geologists to complete thirty-six hours of continuing education during each triennial registration 

period. It also amends existing continuing education laws that apply to professional engineers and land 

surveyors (both groups supported the changes) in order to accommodate on-line learning and other 

advances that have occurred since those laws were enacted over 30 years ago. 

 

After a long process, geologists gained licensure in New York State in 2016. Continuing education 

then became the NYSCPG’s legislative priority. After several years of crafting the language, the 

continuing education bill that the NYSCPG was advocating for was introduced to the state legislature 

in the first week of March 2020. Earlier that week, Governor Cuomo confirmed the first case of 

COVID-19 in New York. 

  

In the months that followed, the fate of NYSCPG’s continuing education bill hung in the balance as 

the legislature pondered its plans to return to session in the midst of the pandemic. The legislature 

returned to session on July 20, 2020 with a long list of items on their agenda that included NYSCPG’s 

continuing education bill. The bill passed in both the Senate and Assembly and was ultimately 

delivered to the Governor on October 30, 2020.   

 

NYSCPG owes a debt of gratitude to our sponsors, Senator Toby Stavisky and Assemblyman Steve 

Englebright, who pushed the bill through the legislature. The Education Department’s support was also 

critical, as the bill would never have passed without its support. Lastly, there were numerous NYSCPG 

members who lobbied their legislators on the bill, and their contribution was noteworthy. 

 

This is great news, but our work is not finished. The legislative committee remains active, and in 

conjunction with the continuing education committee, we started pursuing the goal of becoming a 

continuing education sponsor that can review and approve coursework and activities for accreditation 

through the State Education Department.  

 

We thank you for your continued participation in NYSCPG. If you have questions about the law, please 

reach out to us.  

 

Regards, 

 

Peter B. O’Connell, Attorney at Law, NYSCPG Lobbyist 

 

James J. Janora, P.G., Legislative Committee Chair 

 


